
Cap i tal Re gional District di rec tor Mike Hicks wants taps opened at Thetis Lake next sum mer so wa ter
will flow into Craigflower Creek and im prove fish habi tat.

But CRD parks staff are wor ried that lower wa ter lev els in the lake may in crease the risks to vis i tors
who go cliff jump ing.

For years, wa ter was rou tinely re leased from the lake into the creek to help lo cal fish eries, but last
year the tap was shut off, Hicks, di rec tor for Juan de Fuca, said Thurs day.

“Coho have to live in the stream for a whole year af ter they are born,” Hicks said. “So they have to live
in the stream dur ing the dry months, and they have to have wa ter to live. But the mor tal ity of the Coho
and the trout is huge in Craigflower Creek be cause, as the creek dries up, they’re picked off by seag ulls
and ev ery thing else, or the wa ter dries up and they die.”

CRD parks ad min is tra tor Lloyd Rush ton said his depart ment rec og nizes the value of the down stream
flow of wa ter. But he added that a ma jor is sue with re leas ing wa ter from Thetis is the risk to cliff divers.

“This was one of the flags raised by our risk staff and that is when the hold was put on it in the height
of the sum mer. So that flag was raised, and this year we did not re lease wa ter,” Rush ton said.

“We will re port back to [parks] com mit tee in Fe bru ary or March on what needs to be done, if any- 
thing, as it re lates to the risks as so ci ated with jump ing and re leas ing and/or low er ing the lake in the
sum mer time.”

CRD parks is re spon si ble for sev eral dams, and the depart ment is as sess ing the risks at each one,
Rush ton said. A nor mal re lease would see lev els at Thetis drop by about a foot, Hicks said.

The Depart ment of Fish eries and Oceans, the Min istry of En vi ron ment, the Songhees First Nation,
the Esquimalt An gling As so ci a tion and Liv ing Rivers — Ge or gia Basin and Van cou ver Is land, a trust
fund com mit ted to healthy wa ter sheds and a sus tain able fish pop u la tion, have ap proached Hicks over
the is sue.

The Thetis Lake dam was up graded in 1981 to in clude a spill way and re lease valve. The CRD acquired
the dam in 1993 and wa ter re leases were sus pended in the late 1990s, Hicks said.

In 2008, Liv ing Rivers ap proached CRD parks about re leas ing wa ter, and a test was car ried out in
2009, he said. In Au gust this year, Liv ing Rivers was told ev ery thing was on hold while the CRD es tab- 
lished a com mit tee to de velop dam pol icy.
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